Come let us Grow Together: Determination

Come let us Grow Together is a weekly series that deals with the many topical categories that
exist within the Word of God. The purpose of this series is to grow in wisdom, knowledge and
understanding in things pertaining to God.

“Brethren, | count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those
things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, | press toward
the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. Let us therefore, as many as be
perfect, be thus minded: and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this
unto you. Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us
mind the same thing.” (Phil 3:13-16)

As Christians we have to have a made up mind! We have to forget those things which are
behind! We must be reaching forth unto those things which are before us! We must be press
on!! Press on!

“The law and the prophets were until John: since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and
every man presseth into it. And it is easier for heaven and earth to pass, than one tittle of the law
to fail.” (Lk 16:16-17) “Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way,
that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and
narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.” (Mt 7:13-14)

This is a strait gate we must enter into! This is a narrow way that we must follow that leads to
eternal life! Few there be that find it! As Christians we are going to have to strive to enter into
the kingdom of God! “Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, | say unto you, will seek to
enter in, and shall not be able.” (Lk 13:24)

“And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross daily, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever will lose
his life for my sake, the same shall save it. For what is a man advantaged, if he gain the whole
world, and lose himself, or be cast away?” (Lk 9:23-25)

As Christians we must deny ourselves every day! Take up our cross every day! And follow
after Jesus every day! If we do not deny ourselves and pick up our crosses daily and follow after
Jesus then we will be a cast away!

“Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own
selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?” (2 Cor 13:5) “Wherefore lay
apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word,
which is able to save your souls. But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving
your own selves. For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man
beholding his natural face in a glass: For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and
straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. But whoso looketh into the perfect law of



liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man
shall be blessed in his deed.” (James 1:21-25) “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all
that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call. And with many other words did he
testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this untoward generation. Then they that gladly
received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three
thousand souls.” (Acts 2:38-41)



